
RETHINK FOLLY ROAD

WELCOME
STATE OF THE PLAN

Adopted in 2016, Rethink Folly Road Complete Streets Study 
layed out a new vision for the Folly Road corridor. The Plan 
serves as a framework to address many concerns, including 
seasonal congestion, sidewalk gaps, disconnected bicycle 
infrastructure, safety concerns, and haphazard development 
standards. The Plan describes a series of recommendations
to make the corridor a more desirable environment.

Today, the local jurisdictional staff and the Rethink Folly Road 
Steering Committee invite you to learn more about the plan 
and it’s progress. 

Thank you for your support of the 
Rethink Folly Road Plan!



RETHINK FOLLY ROAD
FOLLY ROAD TODAY

Folly Road is a major thoroughfare leading onto James
Island, adjacent to the historic peninsula of Charleston,
connecting the West Ashley area of Charleston and the City of 
Folly Beach.
 
Today, Folly road struggles with inefficient traffic
operations, infrequent sidewalks, limited bike lanes, sparse
landscaping, and inadequate infrastructure to support
Charleston Area Regional Transit Authority’s (CARTA) bus
system. Aging strip malls and auto-oriented commercial
uses line the corridor. The roadway, including many of the
properties that front it, does not convey the area’s
unique sense of place.

A NEW VISION
The Rethink Folly Road Plan creates a new vision for Folly Road, 
one in which the corridor itself would become a destination. 
The vision established five guideposts that direct growth along 
the corridor:
•  SAFE : Ensure comfortable travel for all modes along the 
entire corridor.

•  CONNECTED : Link destinations along Folly Road with 
attractive travel options for people walking, bicycling, using 
transit, and driving.

•  GREEN : Modernize storm water infrastructure and provide 
community green spaces.

•  VALUABLE : Encourage business growth and pedestrian-
oriented commercial areas.

•  SYNCED : Coordinated development among all jurisdictions 
along Folly Road.

The 700 block along Folly Road today A vision of what the 700 block could become



COMPLETE STREETS
COMPLETE STREETS: roadways that balance the needs of all modes of travel, including walking, wheeling, bicycling, transit, and 
driving, as well as the needs of local land development and the environment. 

MOBILITY FOR ALL

WHY COMPLETE STREETS?

To transition Folly Road to a Complete Street will require a more 
balanced approach to transportation planning, integrated with a 
land use vision along the corridor. Recommendations for each mode 
include:

• WALKING - consolidating curb cuts, adding shade trees, and 
shortening crossing distances
• BICYCLING - separated paths for bicycling, multiuse boardwalks, and 
replaced bridges
• DRIVING - new streets to improve flow and connectivity, signal 
syncing, and appropriate parking locations
• TRANSIT - bus-only/shared bus-bike lanes, and new bus shelters

Complete Streets provide safe and enjoyable travel for everyone. 
As Folly Road becomes more amenable to multimodal travel, the 
corridor will become a destination, as increased safe places to 
walk and bicycle will attract people to shop and use the facilities 
recreationally.

In addition, Complete Streets can ease congestion on Folly Road. By 
providing practical and comfortable ways to travel by other modes, 
people will have the choice to walk, bike, and take transit for some 
trips.

A rendered vision of Folly Road at Grimball Road

A rendered vision of Folly Road at Food Lion



COMPLETE STREETS
What do you think about when you hear the term 

COMPLETE STREETS?



COMMUNITY PRIORITIES
What one thing would make Folly Road a better place?

Slower Speeds More Pedestrian Crossings Economic Development More Sidewalks

Protected Bicycle Facilities Exapanded Transit Options More Trees & Green Spaces Other



STEERING COMMITTEE
Strategic direction set by leaders from your community

Stay up to date by visiting rethinkfollyroad.com

ROLE
The Steering Committee is an advisory body and an ongoing 
forum for communication, collaborative planning, and 
implementation activities among local, regional, and state 
agencies.

The Steering Committee works in partnership to:
• Adopt and implement the Plan
• Improve economic opportunity and quality of life, and
   protect and maintain the cultural resources and natural
   environment
• Supplement the vehicular road network with an
   interconnected non-motorized transportation network
• Enhance and establish attractive and safe transportation
   options
• Improve neighborhood safety and expand opportunities
   for residents’ access to open space, parks, and natural
   resources

Details
Committee Members:
Bill Woolsey
Carol Jackson
Chris Haynes
Fred Whittle
Inez Brown-Crouch
Jason Crowley
Jenny Honeycutt

                  Meetings:
                  Bimonthly on Wednesday
                  Total of six (6) per year
                  3:30 pm to 4:30 pm
                 
                  James Island Town Hall
                  1122 Dills Bluff Rd,
                  James Island, SC 29412

Joe Walters
Josh Johnson/Bill Jordan
Katie Zimmerman
Lauren Gellatly,
Beth Saunders
Susan Chavis  



YOU & FOLLY ROAD
What do you love most about your community?

Write one word below.



WHAT’S NEXT? PEDESTRIAN
WALKING NETWORK

• 7-foot sidewalk on the east side 
of Folly Road, from Camp Road to 
Wilton Street

• 8-foot sidewalk on the west side 
of Folly Road, from Ellis Creek to 
Eugene Gibbs Street

• Connect to existing sidewalks 
around Camp Road 
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• Sidewalks provide basic mobility for people walking and wheeling for trips and 
for recreation.

• Curb separation from vehicle travel creates a space for people to walk where 
they are safer and more comfortable.  

• For those who do not or cannot drive, walking is an affordable way to travel 
between destinations. Sidewalk connectivity along Folly Road is key to ensuring 
people can safely and effectively travel for trips without driving.



WHAT’S NEXT? BICYCLE
DELINEATED TRAVEL

• 4.5-foot wide bike lane from Ellis Creek to 
Eugene Gibbs Street, providing improved 
delineated space for bicyclists

• Green paint added for visibility
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 • Designated infrastructure for bicyclists helps encourage more bicycling and 

promotes safety for all roadway users.

• Green paint is a standard for bicycle facilities; the bright color reminds drivers 
to look for people bicycling as they make turns and change lanes.

• One uncomfortable segment of bicycling between two destinations is enough 
to discourage bicycling. The Plan recommends a network of facilities that 
connect seamlessly to one another.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?



WHAT’S NEXT? CROSSING

Proposed intersection changes at Folly Road/George Griffith 
Boulevard, inclduing new signals, crosswalks, and delineators.

INTERSECTION UPDATES

• 7-foot sidewalk on the east side 
of Folly Road, from Camp Road to 
Wilton Street

• 8-foot sidewalk on the west side 
of Folly Road, from Ellis Creek to 
Eugene Gibbs Street
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• Crossing points on roadways pose some of the greatest risks for people 
walking, bicycling, driving, and taking transit. Interactions of different modes 
going in different directions creates “conflict points,” where risk of crashes 
increases. Well-designed intersections minimize the number of conflict points and 
remove visual obstructions to decrease the risk of crashes.

• Decreasing motorists’ turn radii at intersections requires drivers to move 
through the intersection at slower speeds, giving all people using the 
intersection more time to see and react to one another.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?



KIDS ONLY!
Where do you want to go on Folly Road?

How do you want to get there?




